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'But,' they stated, 'any effort by the Agency to assist in preventing
such acts would be rendered futile by the policy pursued in
Palestine by H.M. Government, on which the primary responsi-
bility rests for the tragic situation created in the country. It was
difficult to appeal to the Yishuv (the Jewish community) to observe
the law at a time when the mandatory government itself was con-
sistently violating the fundamental law of the country embodied in
the Mandate.'
The Anglo-American Committee of Enquiry began its hearings
in Washington in January, proceeded to London and Europe, and
held its hearings in Jerusalem in March. During this period there
was a slackening of terrorism, though there was another combined
operation in February, the Palmach blowing up the R. A.F. radar-
station at Haifa and attacking camps of the Police Mobile Force,
while the Irgun and the Stern Group attacked airfields and dam-
aged aircraft to the value of a million pounds. The illicit periodical
of the Hagana, now exalted to the title of 'Jewish Resistance Move-
ment', boasted, 'The first warning of i November by the Jewish
Resistance was disregarded, and the whole Yishuv has been com-
pelled to carry out a second warning.'
With some difficulty in reconciling the British and American
points of view, the Committee of Enquiry produced a unanimous
report on I May. Its effect on British readers was one of dis-
appointment at a series of platitudes and palliatives and evasions of
a clear-cut decision.
It turned down proposals for partition in favour of a continuation
of the mandate 'until the hostility between Jews and Arabs dis-
appears' (Arts. 3 and 4). 100,000 immigration certificates were to
be immediately granted for Jews who had been the victims of
persecution, and their admission to Palestine pushed forward as
rapidly as conditions permitted; Palestine alone could not meet the
immigration needs of the Jewish victims; but immigration was to
be promoted under suitable conditions, 'while ensuring that the
rights and position of other sections of the population were not
prejudiced'. (Arts. 2,1,6.) While the Land Transfer Regulations
were to be replaced by the free purchase and lease of land, the
Jewish National Fund ban on the employment of non-Jewish
labour was to be prohibited. (Art. 7.) Art. 8 indirectly criticized
the Zionist proposals for a 'Jordan Valley Authority'which would
dispose of the waters of the Jordan and its tributaries without